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Introductions

Pam Clough, Advocate

Environment Washington:

committed to protecting our 
clean air, clean water, and open 
spaces.



We have a plastic problem.



The push for a statewide ban



2021: WA passes nation’s strongest ban on polystyrene foam. 



Ban expanded polystyrene 
food service products, coolers, peanuts

Exempts pre-packaged items, and packaging for raw, uncooked, or butchered meat, fish, poultry, or 
seafood, vegetables, fruit, or egg cartons.  Exempts coolers for medical items or shipping perishable 
commodities.

June 1, 2024 June 1, 2023 June 1, 2024 



Ask first:

Exempts request for hot cup lids: delivery service or curbside pickup, drive-through and certain large music and sports venues. 
Exempts senior nutrition programs, health care providers, some activities of the Depts. of Corrections, Children, Youth, and Families 

January 1, 2022 



Minimum recycled content 
requirements

Average post-consumer recycled content for 
plastic beverage containers:

• 15% by January 1, 2023
• 25% by January 1, 2026
• 50% by January 1, 2031

Exempts prescription and non-prescription drugs and medical devices. Wine in 187ml bottles and dairy milk containers: 5-year extension. 



We can’t recycle our way out of this.

HOWEVER…. only 17% 
of plastic packaging is 
actually recycled in 
Washington. 





Unequal access to curbside recycling
% of households with or without curbside recycling

Only 58% of 
Washington 

municipalities 
have access to 

curbside recycling





Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)

Making producers 
responsible for what 
happens to their 
products at the end of 
the life cycle.





https://ilsr.org/clawing-back-against-bad-extended-producer-responsibility/

Extended Producer Responsibility



The RENEW Recycling Act bill
Senator Mona Das (SB 5697)
Rep. Brandy Donaghy (HB 2003)



Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) for 
Packaging

EPR for packaging is in place throughout Europe and 
Canada and being adopted globally.



Success in other countries
Jurisdiction Program start

Recycling rate 
before EPR

Recycling rate after 
EPR

British Columbia 2014
Collection rate: 
54-62% (2012)

84.4% (2020) 

Quebec 2005
Recovery rate: Recovery rate: 
52% (2006) 64% (2020) 

Austria 1993 ?
65.4% (2019) 

64.5% (1997) 

Belgium 1997 ?
84.2% (2019) 

62.3% (1997)

Czech Republic 2002 ?
71.2% (2019) 

51.4% (2003)
Germany 1991 37.7% (1991) 63.2% (2019) 

Netherlands 2014 70.5% (2014) 80.7% (2019) 

Sweden 1994 ?
63.6% (2019) 

57.9% (1997)





What can you do?
Reach out to your legislator via phone or email and ask them to support 
a producer responsibility program!

Phone: 

● 1-800-562-6000

Sign our Petition (in the chat!)

Get Involved! 

- Attend an event- Community Clean-Up Day in Seattle this 
Saturday, 10/22 on Make a Difference Day

- Join the PFW Grassroots List to stay in the loop on how you can 
take action. Email pclough@environmentwashington.org

https://environmentamerica.org/washington/take-action/tell-your-state-legislators-to-support-producer-responsibility/


Questions?
Contact Info:
Pam Clough
pclough@environmentwashington.org


